1430                         ST GERTRUDE, V. A.                    [Nov. 15

spiritual espousals, and the consecration of herself to her Redeemer by a
bond of indissoluble love, praying that she may totally die to herself, and
be buried in him, so that he alone, who is her holy love, be acquainted with
this her hidden state or sepulchre, and that she may have no other employ-
ment but that of love, or what his love directs. These sentiments she
repeats with admirable variety throughout the work and, in the latter part,
dwells chiefly on the most ardent desires of being speedily united to her
love in everlasting glory, entreating her divine Redeemer, by all his suffer-
ings and infinite mercies, to cleanse her perfectly from all earthly affections
and spots, that she may be admitted to his divine presence. Her desires
were at length fulfilled and, having been abbess forty years, she was called
to the embraces of her heavenly spouse in 1292, her sister Mechtildes
being dead some time before. The last sickness of St Gertrude seemed
rather a languishing of divine love than a natural fever; so abundantly
did her soul enjoy in it the sweetest comforts and presence of the Holy
Ghost, Miracles attested how precious her death was in the sight of God,
She is honoured with an office in the Roman Breviary on this day. The
Lypsanographia, or catalogue of relics kept in the electoral palace of
Brunswick-Lunenbourg, printed at Hanover in 1713, in folio, mentions,
amongst others, the relics of St Gertrude in a rich shrine.

The exercises by which St Gertrude made such sublime advances in
the school of divine love all tended to the closest union of her heart to
God by the most inflamed desires and purest affections: and were directed
at the same time to remove all obstacles to this union by cleansing her
soul and purifying her affections by tears of compunction, by the
renunciation of sensual delights and the most perfect denial of herself.
Hence she prayed continually that by the grace of the omnipotent divine
love she might be strengthened to resign herself to holy love, so that nothing
of self should remain in her, but should be totally consumed by the flame
of holy love, like dust carried away by the wind, so as not to leave the least
grain or trace behind,1 For this exterior action, both of self-denial and of
charity, zeal, and all other virtues are necessary; but interior exercises are
far more essential, in which the soul must frequently in the day raise
herself tip to God by the most ardent desires of love, praise, and thanks-
giving, and study to die to herself by sincere and repeated sentiments of
humility, compunction, meekness, patience, and self-denial.

The following feasts are celebrated on November 15 :

ST EUGEKIUS, a disciple of St Dionysius; he suffered martyrdom soon after him: ST
GERTRUDE, 1292, chosen Abbess of the Benedictm nunnery of Rodalsdorf at thirty years old;
her book of visions and revelations is important in mystical theology: ST LEOPOLD, Marquis
of Austria, who, on the death of his father in 1096, set himself to make Christians of a very gross
and superstitious people : ST MALO or MACLOU, first Bishop of Aleth in Brittany, an Englishman:
and BLESSBC RICHARD WHITING, Abbot of Glastonbury, and his COMPANION MARTYRS, 1589.

*              l Insin, Divin. p. 52.